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SUBJECT: PETROLEUM PRODUCT PRICES LOWERED 

1. PRESIDENT EYADEMA ANNOUNCED EFFECTIVE JUNE 16 CONSUMER PRICES 
WOULD BE LOWERED ON BROAD RANGE OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS. MOTOR 
GASOLINE WILL DROP CFA 5 PER LITER (ABOUT 10 CENTS/GAL.) FROM 

CFA 65 TO CFA 60 FOR HIGH TEST AND CFA 62 TO CFA 57 FOR 
REGULAR. AN ACCOMPANYING DROP IN PRICE OF KEROSENE (CFA 45 
TO CFA 38) AND DIESEL FUEL (CFA 53 TO CFA 48) COMPLETES THE 
PRICING PICTURE. PRICES GIVEN ARE FOR SALES IN LOME, WHILE 
UP-COUNTRY PRICES WILL BE SLIGHTLY HIGHER TO ACCOUNT FOR TRANS- 
PORTATION COSTS. 

2. THIS IS THIRD PRICE RELIEF ACTION PRESIDENT HAS PROVIDED TO 
CONSUMERS IN RECENT MONTHS AS PRICE OF SUGAR DROPPED 33 PERCENT 
FROM CFA 300 TO CFA 200 PER KILOGRAM IN MAY, AFTER INITIAL DROP 

OF 67 PERCENT FROM CFA 500 TO CFA 300 IN JANUARY, BOTH AS A 
RESULT OF GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY. ALTHOUGH 1975 BEING HERALDED 
HERE AS "YEAR OF PEASANT", GOT'S PRICE ACTIONS TO DATE MAKE 
IT APPEAR THAT THIS IS "YEAR OF CONSUMER." LAST YEAR, WHEN GOT 
GAVE NUMEROUS PRODUCER PRICE INCREASES TO CULTIVATORS, WAS IN 
FACT MORE BENEFICIAL TO RURAL MASSES. RAWLS 
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